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| am very pleased to be able to advise you that Mr Stephen Ryde has accepted my offer of the position of Head of Science at
Oxley College from the start of 2010.

Stephen is currently the Science Coordinator at Our Lady of Mercy College, Parramatta and has also been the Head of
P " fbk b ~q Jl kgb PAkg« >kdbil Jbo v @ iibdb 2. kStepheehnst&pght a |
Biology, Chemistry, Earth and Environmental Science, Physics and Senior Science at HSC le@éphen brings with him
significant breadth and depth of experience in Science teaching combined with a track record of innovation as a leader.

Stephen is married to Ines and they have two children, Stephanie (Year 7) and Liam (Year &poth Stephanie and Liam will

also join Oxley College in 2010 in Years 8 and 7 respectively. | look forward to welcoming Stephen, Ines, Stephanie and
Liam to the Oxley Community.

Arrangements for the last four weeks of the year

Week 5B & 6A (commencing Monday 16 November)

These are normal school weeks for all students in Years 7, 8, 9, 10 & 11. Internal examinations for Years 7, 8 and 9 will
begin the following week and Year 11 students will have assessment tasks. All students in these years should be focusing on
their final examination and assessment preparation. A good deal of revision material has been made available to assist them
with their preparation, this includes Year End Revision Guides &ittp://oxleylearning.org/blogs/revision -study-guides/.

Week 7B (commencing Monday 30 November)

Internal examinations for Years 7, 8 and 9 will occur during this week. Year 10 students will be undertaking Business Week
and Year 11 students will be undertaking major assessment tasks in many subjects. During this week the school day moves
to a five period day with each period of one hour. The school day commences, as per normal, with Roll Call in Tutor Groups
at 8:45am, morning recess is from 11:00am to 11:30am, lunch from 12:30pm to 1:30pm and the school day concludes at
3:30pm. Wednesday sport, normally after lunch on Wednesdays, is replaced with examinations for this weekStudents

are to wear normal school uniform and not their sports uniform on this particular Wednesday. Other sports training will
occur during the week and coaches will advise their teams of these sessions.

During the examination week, students in Years 7, 8 & 9 are required at school every day and classes and activities will be
held when there is no examination; students in Year 11 are not required at school except when an assessment or other
school commitment is scheduled. Students in Year 11 who have an assessment both morning and afternoon are not
permitted to leave the school grounds in between. The Year 10 Business Week programme occupies each period of each day
for the entire week.

Week 8A (commencing Monday 7 December)

The College returns to a normal timetable this week. All students are required at school each day as students in Years R 8,

& 10 will commence preliminary work for 2010 (this will include the return and checking of examination papers and queries
about class sets next year). Students in Year 11 will continue with their normal academic programme. Preparations for
Speech Night will also occur during this week. The Annual Speech Night will be held in the PE Centre at 7:30pm on
Thursday 10 December and is compulsory for all students. Students and parents will be seated in House areas for Speech
Night.

Students are not required at school on Friday 11 December as there are no classes. This day is largely given over to final
Report checking by staff.


http://oxleylearning.org/blogs/revision-study-guides/

LIVING WITH TEENAGERS  Parenting Tips from Jan Ryan

Dr Jane Healy's first book, Your Child's Growing Mind, has in a few short years become a classi
reference and guide for parents. Based on recent research in developmental neuropsychology, her bg
discusses the development of language, intelligence, memory, along with academic skills.

It has been a major contribution in explaining the dangers of pushing academically demanding subjects

down into the early years, when many children are not yet physically or psychologically able to cope with them. Her boo
Endangered Minds: Why Children Don't Think and What We Can Do About If(recently revised and reissued), carries the
theme even further, as she discusses other current pressures which may limit human developmerand what can be done
about them.

Dr Healy graduated from Smith College and received her master's degree from John Carroll University. She holdp a
doctorate in educational psychology from Case Western Reserve University, and has engaged in postdoctoral studieg at
Columbia Teachers' College and Boston Children's Hospital.

She has been a classroom teacher, learning specialist, administrator, and Assistant Professor at Cleveland State Univgrsity.
At present she is busy as an internationally recognised lecturer, consultant, and also Learning Specialist at the pail
Mountain School.

In addition to the two books previously mentioned, she has also written How to Have Intelligent and Creative
Conversations with Your Kid€1994), and is working on Virtual Minds. A Critical Guide to Children and Computersto be
published by Simon & Schuster).

Endangered Minds

-Jb~™kf kdcr- thé Kinéd that Wilkediuip our children and our society for the uncertain challenges of the future-
occurs at the intersection of developmental readiness, curiosity, and significant subject matter. Yet many of toda
youngsters, at all socioeconomic levels, are blocked from this goal by detours erected in our culture, schools, and honjes.
Fastpaced lifestyles, coupled with heavy media diets of visual immediacy, beget brains misfitted to traditional modes pf
academic learning. In a recent survey, teachers in both the United States and Europe reported overwhelmingly that tod1

students have shorter attention spans, are less able to reason analytically, to express ideas verbally, and to atten
complex problems. Meanwhile, school curricula modes of instruction do little to remedy the deficits by engaging eith
attention or curiosity. The result? A growing educational “crisis" of misfit between children and their schools.

Narrowing the gap between the school's demands and the "readiness" of the students' brains can be accomplished in tWo
ways: changing the student and or changing the classrooms? | ge ~ob. Jrl plp fk b bg ..t bbhj j

CAREERS CORNER by Phillipa Condon, Careers Counsellor

Please check the careers webpage regularly for career opportunities and information. Currently there is information abqut
film screen tests, event management, the computer games industry and lots in between. There are many diverse prospgcts
available in the work place now for students and | encourage you to investigate and explore them further. Please visit the
website regularly as it is updated weekly during the term and | would hate you to miss these chances. Use the followifig
link to reach our webpage http://oxleylearning.org/careers/ . If you require further information, please do not hesitate to
make an appointment (via the same webpage as above) or via emailphillipa.condon@oxley.nsw.edu.au | can be
contacted by phone at the College on Thursdays and Fridays.

CALENDAR: TERM FOUR 2009
Fri 13/11 Year 9 Excursion, Mathematics, Luna Park, Bus Depart 9:00am, Return 4:30pm
HSC French Extension, 2:00pm
Sat 14/11 ISA Summer Sport
Kayaking, Minamurra
Sun 15/11 P & F Year7 Picnic on the Grass@e " mj ~ k « p Mittagongp b2KNoon
Mon 16/11 Yr. 10 PDPHE Excursion, Swimming, Mittagong Pool, Bus Departs 10:30am, Return 12:50pm
Tues 17/11 Yr. 7 Vaccination catchup clinic, 11:00am

Yr. 12 Formal, Watersedge Rest, Pier One, Sydney, Bus Depart 5:00pm, Return 1:00am

Page 2


http://oxleylearning.org/careers/
mailto:phillipa.condon@oxley.nsw.edu.au

YEAR 11 GEOGRAPHY EXCURSION TO KANGAROO VALLEY

On Friday 6November, sixteen Yearl1 Db | do”* mev pqgqrabkgp ~° "I jm*kfba Jo Af _afk ~
Valley. Qe b mroml pb t~p ql fksbpgfd”*qb geb | mbo~rqfl k ~ka f | mdpleand
B I kI jf . Phesjudents gonducted primar F TR
research on water quality and riparian (riverbank
land management on the property before joining the
owner Mr Garth Chittick for an interesting, % .,
informative and entertaining account of the farm §
processes and its place in the global dairy industry.

R et
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CRICKET NEWS

Those parents, students and Old Oxleyans who are interested in following the progress of the Oxley teams that play in the IS
competition have a new source of information. All ISA details are posted each Monday on the new MyCricket website that providethe
results and statistics of the Oxley senior teams and all the other schools in the competition.Check out the latest details af
http://oxley.nsw.cricket.com.au.

Information was handed out on Tuesday to all cricketers about a proposed cricket tour in July 2010 to join up with th&8ir Gary Sober{

Schools Cricket Tournamentin Barbados. It is hoped to get to Barbados via South America which would allow for cultural visits i

Buenos Aires or similar destinations.Any parents who are interested and need more information should contact Mr Peter Craig d
Mr Tim Dibdin who are organising the trip. A minimum of 14 players are required.

A
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NATIONAL INTERSCHOOL EQUESTRIAN

B On 27 September, Philippa Lawson and Jacqui Basquil travelled down to the Werribee National Equestrian centre
compete at the National Interschool Championships. Philippa competed in the 85cm showman and Jacqui competed
s25% the 60cm showman. Showman consists of four phases; dressage, hacking, showjumping and a Led workout. Jacqui
80% in her dressage putting her in second place, in her hacking she got 78, showjumping 42 and led 77. These were
~ out of 100. Her total was 277 out of 400. Her final place was 16th. Philippa got 71% in her dressage putting her in fourth
%ﬂﬁgﬁ place, in her hacking she got 64, showjumping 41 and led 71. Her total was 247 out of 400. He
final place was 14th. Overall NSW placed 2nd with 814 points to Victoria with 835 points. Congratulations tq
these outstanding riders.

It was a fantastic experience and we hope to be able to do it next year.

n
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SPORT FIXTURBSSATURDAY 14 NOVEMBER

Team | Opponent | Venue | Time | Team Coach Transport

Boys Basketball MiC ~Mr P Cunich Mobile 0432 388 137

1stV St Augustine Oxley, Court 1 12:00pm | Mr P Cunich Own Transport

17« p St Augustine Oxley, Court 2 10:00am | Mr M Pugh Own Transport

15« p St Augustine Oxey, Court 1 11:00am | Mr S Armstrong Own Transport

14« p St Augustine Oxley, Court 2 11:00am | Mr S Funnell Own Transport

13« p St Augustine Oxley Court 2 12:00pm | Mr S Bollom Own Transport

Girls Basketball MiC ~Ms R Kanaar Mobile 0401 341 525

1stV St Spridons Marrickville 11:00am | Ms R Kanaar Bus Depart 8:30am Return 2:00pm
2nd V Barker/Redlands Oxley, Court 1 10:00am | Ms S Lampert Own Transport

Intermediates | Barker/Redlands Oxley, Court 1 9:00am | Mr B Clewett Own Transport

Junior A St Pauls Grammar | Cranebrook 9:00am | Ms O Vincent Bus Depart 6:30am Return 12:15pm
Junior B Barker/Redlands Oxley, Court 2 9:00am Mr O Fitschen Own Transport

Cricket MIC ~Mr P Craig Mobile 0422 843 089 (Senior) MIC® Mr T Dibdin 0422 060 896 (Junior)

1st XI SPCII Oxley/Founders 10:00am | Mr P Craig Own Transport

2nd XI SPCIII Strathfield 10:00am | Mr A Lawson Bus Depart 7:30am

16 Gold Mittagong Taylor Avenue 8:30am | Mr T Dibdin Own Transport

14 Blue Moss Vale Lackey 2 8:30am | Mr S Marnoch Own Transport

14 White Chevalier Blue Oxley/Governors 8:30am | Mr C Lawson Own Transport

Softball MiC ~Mr S Woffenden Mobile 0402 322 450

1sts St Andrews Oxley 9:00am | Mr S Woffenden Own Transport

Gr kf | o P& PAndrews Oxley 9:00am | Mrs E Watson Own Transport

Kayaking Minnamurra Inlet Mr | Royds Bus Depart 8:00am Return 2:00pm
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CONGRATULATIONS TO:

Henry and Thomas Hobson, Stephen McNaught, William Sutherland, Marc Thomson and Andrew Vild who competed in the NSWQS
Athletics Team at the NSW All Schools Athletics Carnival on the weekendAll competed extremely well at this level, the highesin NSW
All Schools Athletics. Henry Hobson, in the 400m event, had the honour of qualifying for the Australian All Schools Track andiéld
Championships at Hobart in early December.All the athletes deserve praise.Mr Ingall, MIC Athletics.

ACER AUSTRALASIAN LANGUAGE COMPETITION

The following students are to be congratulated on receiving distinctions or high distinctions in the recent ACER Australasianlanguage
competition:

Year 8
Helena Brecht, Maggie CampbellJones, Daniel Cormie, Jack Faulkner, Georgia Frew, Jasper Fearnley, Blain Fehon, Olivia Fox, fitamd
Fraser, Grace Hawkins, Erin Hooper, Celeste Jeffery, Nicholas Longhurst, Lily Martyn, Mason Lovegrove, Tess McLaughlin,sBalis
Robins, Zoe Taylor, Jacob Thaning, Michael Turczynski and Morgan Wood.

Year 9 and 10

Tiffany Allen, Stephanie Allman (2HD), Alexios Antonopoulos, Joshua Berta, Charlotte Blake (2HD), Madison Borbeley, Nicholas
Conomos, Madeleine Demuth, Sebastien Dumas, Paige Farrow, Jack Glavan, Hugh Greethead, Edwina HutRwtts, William Lawson,
Ben Lomax, Rachael Lowe, Peter McKellar Stewart, Sam Maher, Georgia Matthews, Alister Middleton, Ashleigh Mueller, Claudia Iy
Olivia Norris, Lara Patterson, Lia Scambary, Morgan Sheargold (2HD), James Shortland, James Slaughter, Elliot Smith, Eligh,So
Brittany Spring, Zachary Stanford, Phillip Syrros, Pernelle Veyerman, Nicholas Wasiliev and Isabella Yarnold.

Year 11
Nicholas Allen, Johannes De Hoop, Edward McDonald, Montana Mays and Jamie SmyRedpath.

This is a disproportionally high result for a small school.

1999 OLD OXLEYANS 10 YEAR REUNION

Saturday evening was the occasion of a very pleasant gathering of 37 Old Oxleyans (and their partners) who had left the Cakein
1999. The staff in attendance, Brian Copland, Greg Tome, Richard Connor, Jo McVean, Trish Topp and Peter Craig, enjoyed caigl§in
up with everyone and finding out what they had been doing in the 10 years since they completed their HSCThe whole group went for
a walk with Head of College, Grant Williamson, to see what had changed since their time at school (the PE Centre and the Musthool
in particular). Later, all involved moved to The Briars for a very noisy (because of the level of animated conversation) mealthe Bong
Bong Room.

It was most pleasing that so many had made a considerable effort to attend.Amy Gerard, Mel McHutchison, Michelle Connor and
Amelia Walker had flown down from Brisbane; Amanda Stokes had flown from Melbourne; while Lara Craig had come from Londg
and Hannah Raffe from Fiji. Many others, such as Ali Thom, had driven long distances to attend.

=

As usual, such a Reunion gained much interest from the 1999 Year Group, particularly the thirteen who afe
! working overseas and sent their good wishes.With goodwill for the College obviously apparent in the year
group, we look forward to hosting them again at other functions in the years to come. Mr Peter Craig
Director of Alumni.

THE OXLEY SHOP

Tuesday 12:30pm - 4:00pm

Wednesday 8:30am -11:30am and 12:30pm "~ 4:00pm Term 4 Saturday trading
Thursday 8:30am - 9:30am and 12:30pm ~ 2:30pm

Saturdays First and Third Saturday of each month 10:00am 12:00pm 21 November

CANTEEN ROSTERTERM 4 WEEK 5B

Thank you to those who have volunteered in term 3.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
16 November 17 November 18 November 19 November 20 November
Jill Howarth &
Mark & Conor West Philippa Sanderson Sue Oberman Liz Aitken Megan Binder
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WILLOW WARRIORS REPORT

The Willow Warriors were active again on Saturday clearing and poisoning willows. Willows, in the section of river belotv
Burradoo, have got so out of hand lately that navigation of the river has become impossible and the damage to watgr
quality is of increasing concern to river users. Seventeen people comprising mostly of kayakers, seven adults and one ofher
Arhb I c¢c Bafk_rode«p >t”"oa pqrabkg m~2oqf fm~gba

A raft and equipment was organised and generously supplied by Jeff Cottrell from Willow Warriors in Sydney. The bagic
kit for each person included a mallet, chisel, secateurs, folding saw and a poison dispenser containing a biofriendly vergion
of Roundup that does not affect other organisms Qe b 2 Tfi i |l t T~oofl op« | od~kfpnqgf]l k
who work on rivers all over NSW, often in remote areas only accessible by raft or kayak. They have had substanfial
success in controlling willows on a number of rivers and get some financial support from water authorities to continue thdir
work.

-

Working with just hand tools and ropes, we were able to clear two major log jambs and poison a number of trees, whid
was a substantial accomplishment in the time available. The task is a huge and an ongoing one so many follaw
sessions will be needed to consolidate this work. We hope to publicise our efforts to raise awareness in the communityj of
the problems the willows are causing to our river and the need for a more substantial community effort.

Congratulations again to all participants for a job well done. Mr lan Royds.

Setting off from the kayak shed Brittany, Lachlan and Jack removing David at work with mallet and chisel
willow root mass. getting ready for poisioning.

SCOLIOSIS INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION FORUM

Broifbo qefp tbbh ~ _ol “erob colj Qeb Pmfkb PI fbqv I >
was sent home with all girls in Years 7, 8 and 9. This health promotion programme is recommended by the Roydl
Australian College of General Practitioners to remind girls in this age group of the importance of participating in the NSDP.

The Spine Society would also like to invite girls and their parents to take part in the online forum 4t
www.scoliosis-australia.org. The forum gives general advice from certified specialists who manage patients with spirfal
curvature.

TOUR TO SABAH AND SARAWAK MALAYSIAN BORNEO

An opportunity has arisen for a touring party of up to 27 students from Year 8 2009, to attend al
thirteen-day Geography tour to Borneo at the end of term 2 next year. The tour would includg
time in and around the city of Kota Kinabalu, visits to Kinabalu World Heritage National Parlj,
Kundasang War Memorial and Sabah Tea plantation. Our party will also travel to Kuching, stdy
overnight in traditional longhouses deep in the rainforest beside the Batang Ai River and vigit
Semenogh Nature Reserve.

This tour represents a unique learning opportunity and will reinforce studies of global environments that the students haye
undertaken during Years 78" ka i b"ok pljbgefkd I ¢c geb afsbopb “riqrebp
L ui b2008 mur to Sabah was an enormous success and all those who attended gained enormously from their
experiences.

An information evening is being arranged for interested parents and students from 3:48:45pm on a day in Week 5 or 6
(TBC).

If you have other questions in the interim, please do not hesitate to contact me in the Humanities staffroom at school,
either by email (peter.freeman@oxley.nsw.edu.ajior telephone. Mr Peter Freeman.

Page 5



